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Ontic Structural Realism and Cassirer

Yuichiro KITAJIMA™

One of the topics in philosophy of science is scientific realism. Scientific realism is the position that

something unobservable exists independently of us and that scientific theory describes it. The question that is

often debated in contemporary scientific realist debates is whether scientific theory describes objects that we

cannot directly observe. There are several positions within scientific realism, and structural realism is one of

them. According to structural realism, scientific theory describes the structure of the world. It has recently

been pointed out that the idea of structural realism, broadly interpreted, has been considered by many

philosophers, including Cassirer and Poincaré. The purpose of this note is to examine Cassirer's arguments in

relation to structural realism, and to confirm that Cassirer's position is different from structural realism, in spite

of apparent similarity.
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