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Development of the Eco-Bio Sensor for Heavy Metal Ions

by Using Stem Cells System of Enchytraeus Japonensis

Chikako YOSHIDA-NORO*, Takashi ITO**, Haruka KASE*** and Tomoya YAMAGUCHI ***

We aim to develop an Eco-Biosensor system by utilizing stem cell system of Enchytraeus japonensis,

a small earthworm that proliferates mainly asexually via fragmentation and regeneration. Since this

worm reproduces sexually under certain conditions, it is possible to use eggs and embryos for transgenic

study. Here we made a heavy metal sensing vector by combining cysteine-rich protein (CRP ; metalloth-

ionein family) promoter sequence from enchytraeid species and green fluorescent protein (GFP) cDNA

from jellyfish. The sensitivity of this vector to cadmium (Cd) was examined by introducing this vector

into HepG2 cells. HepG2 cells. GFP protein was induced by Cd in a dose dependent manner. Growth and

regeneration of this worm were revealed to be tolerance to Cd until 60xM and CRP mRNA was induced

by 40xM Cd.
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BT HAR T, WHAKRBERELOHRBEIC L 2HESEL
BnYee, WERFEEKIC & 2t s 7 A E Y
DRIE & 705 T b, TIBEREGIT T KO KEICER; L,
HERE TATZH T KE BT 5 2 & TAR
DEIFEIN T D

3 iﬁ’fﬁ%ﬁ’\ét Tbil, EEEAGS o

J7E A v F A RA BB (DUF MT) #ic &
D, THhoOESELMLET HEMADPTGEL T 53,
MT 34 F 374 (Cd) e nESBEOEMEEZEMT 2
VERD DB AT A% FL 837120, e b
2EULERLEWIC L FEL, R ToESBRAA,
BRI A b v ZABERICBI ST 5 SN T B, £
DFEBUIEE L L THIEE N TE Y, & eEY]
(MRE : Metal Responsive Element) & (341 5 HEFERD
BN T XTCHOMT 72— —IcfifEL, 2Zic@E s
AL 24 BB KT (MTF-1: Metal Transcription
Factor-1) & EDWF»54& L ¢, MT #inf 0 %
HHALT 22 &b > Tn59, ZNETIZ, 33 XD
MT 22T H - THEWFE RS ThILTE Y, i
EREVS—DFH N MT BL U MT29DOMIz, 7 F 37
L EBAEDE Y72 4 7 (CRP, cysteine-rich pro-
tein) 2YET 5 2 &, ESEIC L 2 HBFEOLAMA &
7 A Lol B e & AT — B S 22 o T v
67)8)9)10)0

e bbb I XE, ®WAARERBSO P TR

otz REIZ 1om 13 8 TIRIDEA K & AKEiIFE %
LDOIIAXTHhD, EBREOL »— L HDOEKETIS-
25°CICC, A—F I—N2HE L THET 5, WEFHE
T, [ 28Rz —EE, REINOREE DALE 25 LR %
GIEEE S THESFOW &) B4k, 3HIZET
S (M) ZATM2SRIsRIcFEL, 28MTHokE & %
TR L CEAEDMRREIC BGET % | & v o MRS
FEEBDIRT, 203 I XOWEAETHRIZ, RS
/o (RIZTE#R) 2ROBEMIcY—2EH 7 e—>T
B B, R orHElL, AR A 202 L A UIMTSEIC LY
NG L FETE, MHEEE % RPN T 5 2 &
WTE B, —J MIKEED 2> Fe— s L) FE
HIHEFET LI ELTEL (B 5N - FBAF T
2 HRLEE) 190 T, YR T QAR 7 & DFEETY
TFHLLEHTRETH b, —EEE TR AKZ/ERT 1L
X, EEMEAGEIC X0 ) UGB T & o 2R 2 R e <
WIE T2 kick b,

AT, ML A I I XBOIF AL AT IR
(Enchytraeus buchholzi) DSCEE#HRIO% L L2, MT &
—HTHBCRPO7 v =3 —FW & 777 DN
> 7378 GFP (Green Fluorescent Protein) if{n+ % 3
FWELRBR S —%FlL 72, ZOT TR Far=

FE X3 ZDIPRHAMIICEAL, E4ERIH D G
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5b70 AV 2=w 7 I XEBETLZERANET
bo KWfFE /) — b+ TlE, ¥=F b x 33X Cdiitik s
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2.1 YT bhbeXIIXDEMEETEE BHEETE

Yot X3 Xl (EIEASH) FE1E, 1EEE 15
cm DEEFEILIC 1 %% K (agar) % & ¥ Holtfreter £ 2
HOHEAEZE R (NaCl 3.5g, KC1 0.05g, CaCl, 0.05g,
NaHCO; 0.2 g/L #7K) & AU TR & 72551 iz 100 PE
FED I I XE2AN, BRLA—F I -2l LT
fH L 72,

BT, 3MEMHEREBICB W I 3 X2 ER
15ecm D7V — b 24720 10 VBFESE LB E CHE L, i1
b2z, 2~ 3BBIRETHELL, Rz LY
2 ~ 3 H TSR REH & Lz,

ZREINDEEZEIC I, 4 F 3 3 XD % 2412 Leh-
mann # (NaCl 0.28 g, KC1 0.09¢g, CaCl, 0.89 g,
MgSO, 0.24 g/L #iK) #Hw7z,

2.2 YRPeEAXIIXDEHF -BEICHT 2 Cd g

Holtfreter AFRAYEEFAAN & 200 mM CACL & % IR
AL, 6cmdishic 0, 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 M Cd %
M5 ml B 7o, BB T3, % dish g = b
EXAIIZXH20CAN, 6 HEA > Fa2X—2— (23
COOWICE R, BREEZEIZL 7, if’ﬁi?ﬁéu‘ﬁ%ﬁ’@

A Z YR L 72 % 50 AL, FREIC 3 5 e
HM#gEL 72,
2.3 A4 OFF A BT FEHORBENR

AV EAI I XDOCRPEE T, ¥ I X
(Eisenia foetida) » » ¥ a5 A+ x4 > (MT1) #aT, 7
7va7 k32X (Metaphive formosae) » MT2 &A% T-H
5% NCBI 7— % ~— 2% 543+ 7T, Genetyx Mac ¥V 7
F7xTICEY, s DBETORER THEPED -
Woricd4 56774 >—%25t L7z (Tablel), 215D
7T 2—%HWTY2bE X3 I XD RNA Z8H &
L, Y=t IXTHrIaFF 1A BLEES
HOFEHEZDCdIic &k 2FEICOWTRT-PCRIC &
D RET L 72,

6 cm dish 12 0, 40, 80, 100 uM DEEALS F I 7 2%
“ ¥ Holtfreter %M A8 L, & dishicr~=bhE X3
I X% 100 A, 6 HRA > X2~—%— (23°C) N
IZEW, THHIZ: 3 X% | L T RNA il 24T\,
WG EE R, RT-PCR, 74w — 257 )VESIKENIC LD
HEHOFEL L UHEELHEL 72,



Table1 Primers for earthworm metallothioneins

Name Sequence

CRP ¢cDNA 171
CRP cDNA 670comp
E. foetia MT F
E. foetia MT R
M. formasae MT2 F
M. formasae MT2 R

CTGTGGCTGTGGAACTGAGTGCCATTG
CCTTCTCACATGTGCACTGTGACCCGC
CGCAAGAGAGGGATCAACTTGTTGC
GTCACCACAGCACCCCTTCTTGCATCC
CGGAAAGATGTCTGACAATACCAATGCTGTGG
GCTACTTGCATGATCCCTTCGCGCACTCAGT

Table 2 Primers for Enchytraeus buchholzi M'T promoter*

Name Sequence (5’—3’)
Forward Primer —689 XHol TCTCGAGTAACCGATACCGCCTCAATAATA
—566 Xhol CCGCTCGAGTGATTTTAGAGTAAAGAATT
—308 Xhol CCGCTCGAGATAAGTCTTCTGTAAACTGC
—165 Xhol CCGCTCGAGGTTAAACTCTCAGCTATTCT
MT-IIX CCGCTCGAGGCGGGAAGCAAGCAGGTGT
Reverse Primer —26 compHindIII CCCAAGCTTATATTCTCTGGATGTAAACA
—8 compHindIII CCCAAGCTTCAAGTTCCATTTGTTTATAT
MT-IIH CCGAAGCTTCGGAGGCACAGGAGCAGTT

*Schmitt-Wrede HP ef.al. (2004) Biochimica et Biophysica Acta 1680 : 24-33.19

2.4 £REICEM GFP BRI ¥ —D1EL

IHAE XTI XD CRPEIBTICET 25300 TH
LRI ENT B 7 v E—y—fH] (Lif-700 bp % T)
ICIEMRE 2 4 AT AL, ZZiCEBEMHAL R
MTF- 1 % & DEERF»5%EE L ¢, BE2EH T 5
EFEZ LN TS,

SHAE AT I RFHEEBEHICTE AT T XTEN
DT, XWkicH 2 CRP 7vt——m52FMHL T, 7
FA=—%VEK L7 (Table2), 2NHD T T4 ~—%F
W, ¥ e A I XD LEEEEL T, PCRICK
D MT 7w ®— 7 —EF#IEL, HERiETasZ &%
ATz,

Kiz, LRICH D IHHE A3 2 Z0BRT 70 E—
7 —leHE#HR % L &1 CRP BEET 7 v £— 7 —f5|
? 9 H MRE % &1 — 8 ~—308 bp DtH| % %5t DNA
AL, T-Vector pMD20 7°7 Z 3 FICHHARAITET
ATFL 7z (Fig. 1),

T-Vector pMD20 7°7 Z 3 F o MCS 41 % ] bR i
% (BamH I, Hind IIl) TYIKTL 72 (37°C, 2h). EAR
TKEE, YA X I I XMT 7ux—F—DEH D
W72 T 2 k58 L, FUBR TUML 72 GFP 777 X 3
k27 #—pAcGFP1-112 ) 7—+ % JI\» T8\ 72
(Fig. 1)e 277 Z 3 FlZ MCS (Multiple Cloning Site)
c7ve——MH AT L iz k), GFP 3R
BHhAT2 5 L5127 - T3 (Fig. 1), GFP & i3kt
S8 > 2% 72 (Green Fluorescent Protein) DB&HFR T, +

7 > 7 7 (Aequorea victoria) H*H D4 T 54 27 kDa

DI T TH D, GFPIZ) TIVI A L, in situ

THIGHINTE 2D TEEFHRINDE= 2L {fib

LT 519,

2.5 b MATEEISEAAE (HepG2 cell) ~NDRIR~RT & —
BAYXCAIZL D GFP 9 /X BRAFE

b b BRI MR HepG2 (Human hepatocel-
lular liver carcinoma cell line) # i/ L 72, HepG2 I
1979 fRICFEME e IR (A S, 15 4) 20 SH8I5T
Bz, ERMROEEMIR TS, TLT
22X Apo-E & E DN MR S o 7R FEBLL T
Wb, BT AL LT, OB ZEEET 5R& L
THENATIRELS b TS, xFaF+ 14 i,
b CiEMEc DfEEHICEb - TE ), FRTZ3H
BHLTwaZ b Tnwsd, 72, IAHE X33
ZDCRPHEZTICHET 525309 CTLH CRP 7’2 £—
& — M2 1316 U HepG2 MilE % F v CTEE# Luciferase
DFEBTHRL TWb, 22T, HWELLREIAN7 9—
DIWERED 72512, HepG2 iz H T Cdic L %
GFP % > 7 5Bk a it 17 - 72,

HIEEFEM & L T3, 10% % Fetal Bovine Serum, ES
Cell-Qualified (GIBCO, invitrogen) & Penicillin
-Streptomycin % 0.1mg/mlic 7% % & 5 22 72
Dulbecco’s Modified Eagle’s Medium (Prime,
invitrogen) % i F L 7z, #H a #k AR B o0 0 B 43 i 1
0.25% Trypsin-EDTA (GIBCO, invitrogen), &5



Metal Responsive Element

i R e eva e .
ST N A DA T I 5 i L g
| P S P 7 | T
gf‘ XRE AP XRE APZ AP TATA
on T £00bp
400 bp

T-Vector pMD20
(2,736bp)

Multi cloning site Hindlll+BamHI

Provided in T-Vector

Insertion of promoter sequence
into GFP expression vector

- /{nthesized CRP promoter sequence

HindllI+BamHI

300 bp

Fragments

Vector digestion by after purification

restriction enzymes

M: Marker (Wide-Range DNA Ladder, 50-10,000 bp)
1: pAcGFP1-1 plasmid Hindlll-BamHI digest

2: T-Vector pMD20 plasmid Hindlll-BamHI digest
<— insert (promoler sequence)

M 1 2 3 4

After ligation

M: Marker
1: pAcGFP1-1 undigest
2: ligation atr.t. 1h
3: ligation at r.t. 2h
4: ligation at 16°C o/n
.‘. ligated vector
«— insert (promoter sequence)

Fig.1 Design of metal-responsive GFP expression vector

¥ Recovery Cell Culture Freezing Medium (GIBCO,
invitrogen) % i L 72,

HRIAOBBTEHARIE L L C, IREREMERETH
% Lipofectamine2000 (invitrogen), #zHt Opti-MEM 1
(GIBCO, invitrogen) ZfiH L 7z, EA%%, Cd 0, 10,
20, 40, 60 xM Z@INML, #N1-15 B GFP O3
ZHOGSE S & ) Tk L 72,

26 YYhEXIIXDIPADORERI H—EBA

GFP 77 2 3 F&INCEAT %%, DNA Oifffz
DRI NRT VLI IZT B0, BIRD GFP 77 2 3
F & GIRESE COR L, BRIl Tr s, w1784
> Y17 v a >3 E (Narishige) iI2 B ) fF1F 7247 2
Xx b7 ) —2HTEAZRIT>72,GFP 7723 %
BAL7290%, 5538% (Lehmann ) I ASEA: &+
72. LaARE, Bl 7zv= b b X 3 3 X2 a0 nuiids
TEEEL, GFP 2" FBLL T b i 24T - 72,

3. BRELUEE

3.1 ¥2bhbbAZ
NEE

IXNEF-BEICXNT S C

6 cm ¥EEEINLIZ 0, 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 xM Cd %= &
ir Holtfreter A= BRI BAM S ml 2 FREL L, A8EFEIL
¥ =hbb X3 I X%200LAN, 6 HMA > ¥2~—
F— (23°C) WicE w7z, ¥=Fbx 3330 M

CdouM

Cd 20uM

Cd40uM

Cd 60

Cd BOuM

Cd 100uM

Fig. 2 Effect of Cd on the life and growth of
Enchytracus japonensis

~100 M Cd F54E T THAF LisHI L Ty 725, 60 M LI
J:’Cli%aq:bjéﬁ ENSR S 7z (Fig. 2).

KA [GRRIC REZE IS FREE L 72983 A4 2 THIWT L 72
< M b X33 WA % 50 A, TR 5 i Bl
GL72r b, EATIZIE0 uM~100 xM Cd
IZBWTY, KH»EEET 5IcoN 0 2EHE Lﬁi
T 52 & RMERRL 7225, Cd DBED WA T %38
1332 < % - 72 (Fig. 3A Day 6 DRHIZMR), FHiz 60 ,uM
Vb B cuiEg s FE RN A 5 7z (Fig. 3B), XX
BRICKAUS, 349k 233 X CdifERE L IZITTE
U TH - 727, Fig. 3B DRENI AT DO JE % i
L7z Th b,



Cdoum
Cd 20uM
CdauM
Cdb60uM
CdBouM

Cd 100uM

3.2 A OFF A EEGCFEHORIBEN

A E AT I XADOCRPHEIET, v+ 3 2 X
(Eisenia foetida) > * ¥ @ F 4 24 > (MT1) s+, 7
7u7 b33 X (Metaphive formosae) » MT2 &1z T-Ad
% Jcicikit L7277 4 =— (Tablel) % 72 RT
-PCR #41-72, 0, 40, 80, 100 uM Cd f#F#£FIc 7 H
flBw/izr<e b X3 I X2KT 5L, CRP cDNA
(500 bp) I3 40 xM Cd #2E F TRILL TVa72. E. Foetia
MT (196 bp), M. formasae MT2 (251 bp) TIZEET
FKWHIWERTE L r -7 (Fig.4), TN S3HH LT
T A ==K = b b A 33 X MDD - 2T
B H b, WOTT T4 ~v—%h ki L CTHEMRE 24T
Jo
3.3 BREISZM GFP RERI 4 —nfEsy

AV ERIIZXDCRP 7w =S8 —12XT 577
A =—H¥] (Table2) ZFHL, Y=rbt X3 3IXDy7
JAESHMELT, PCRIZEY) MT 7’ v £— % —Hl%
ZWEEL L9 & L7222, RT-PCR T8> Flgizd o
Ja—=r 7RI L % - 72,

F2T, WAL R I ZADBIET T v E— 5 —iF
% ZF DNA &L, GFP 777 2 3 F (pAcGFP1-1) ic
HLZGAT = 212 L 72, ARSI 300 bp 13775 2 3 K
(T-Vector pMD20) D THAEGINIzDT, T 772
2 F2 5 HIOEYR oY) ) L % Hil B B3R BamH
[ & HindIll % v TAT v, EAUkE (Agarose gel
2%) EATWTHERR L 72 (Fig. 1),

PAcGFP1-17 7 z2 3 F o MCS B4l & 5] U il B B
% (BamH I, Hind Il) TYKIL, WAIKE) THERE LI
WEAT-> 72, MBL7-BES E GFP 77723 F %)
A—XIZ k)AL, HIOBEREES)EIEEYE GFP %
N7 7 — %8 72 (Fig. 1),

20pM Cd

CRP cDNA E.foetin MT M.fo

CduM 0 40 80 100 0 40 80 100 0 4

1000bp
—

500bp

100bp
-—

Fig.4 Expression of metallothionein-related genes
in Enchytracus japonensis

3.4 HepG2i#if@a~NDHREARIS—BA L CIIZL D
GFP # /N BRINFE

CRP-GFP 77 2 3 F % HepG2 Ml i & A L 724
R, Cdic & > T GFP ORBIFHEIEZ - 72, FEEHIC
Cd##ImL<C1HH, 6 HH, 15 HH®» GFP #>»x7
B OFEBL & LM & D #ERE L 72 (Fig. 5). Cd %
mL T 5 4 HEICIZEEZFET 2ot S 1, 15
Hig®m L T FIML T w72 (Fig. 5A). 6 HHDIEH
% I35 & (Fig.5B), CABE 20 uM B & V40 yM T
GFP 793 < FE3 L, 60 uM 27 5 & flaF o sige
Nz, FBHL Tl zik L TR & (200 X),
Nz aEwsREs 6 117z (Fig. 5B).
3.5 BEFHEEAEMOIER

3.5.1 ¥vheAIIXBEHLFEE

bt X3 X0FMEEFERIT, sk
I L 72e K 18R T TR A 72 D ICKE B & I %
R L, ZDEREHE & IS FEE L T R BIgET
%7 (Fig.6A L TE KEAIIREHREIIE), v= bt 4



A 4d after transfection

CRP promoter-pAcGFP1-1
40pM 50X

20uM
pAcGFP1-Nuc (CMV promoter)

+Cd  OpM 10uM

pAcGFP1-1 (promoter-less)

50X 200X
B  6d after transfection
+Cd  OuM 10pM 20uM 40uM  200x
Fig.5 GFP protein expression of HepG2 cells
A B

Fig. 6 Sexual reproduction and embryogenesis of Enchytracus japonensis

I ADINI, AHEAFEEEIT > Th 549 28 TH 5 35.2 Y2 hEAIIXFPINDGFP 75X I FnE
Z e TE 7 (Fig. 6B LB KN, IRIEA 1R TPF A
"7 AL FOEAITB

tlL, 27— h CIHORFEEDET L TE R Y=ohb 233 XPPANDGFP 77 A
TEDEZH)EL Vo T, REDJERE LT, J

(Fig. 6B FE).
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, W L CH GFP 77 2 3 FigHosH4aric A
ENL» o772 GFP 3L i EORED H -
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HThb,
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AR FAICHT 5 Cd o RS R L D, Y= b E
23 IFEHFICELTL, 242 23 3 X R Cd
WEEET B2 enbrotz, LL, IAYE XIS
ZDOELFHRINCT LisD 5 60 uM LL_E T3 A DRI
BRLNTZEZ A5, AT FEREDE L 21T
LrEZ LN,

ot X3 IX240uMCd %525 &, CRP#EIE
TOFREB»FHER LIz, oo MT R TICBL T %<
PCR &R 7 72 D13, MT D77 4 ~—H % &
R FEDOES & D BET L7272 TH 5 WTREMED B
b, v<wbb A XHENTA 7T —Hicia MT #
[EETIIEEIN T vy, MT1 2583 35K
THROP -T2, AHBT— I R—2 %S LIZHRL, ©
< ME A XOERNT T A =— 2 CRIER  RBH
fENT 24T ) TETH b,

A AT I XOCRPHEET 7 02— —IC
GFP {51 % 2% T HepG2 Ml AT % &, Cd
Wz &Y GFP 2 > 3 7 EFEB P FHEI NIz, Z DR
RITHOETMBE BRI L VWS Iz T - 7298, LN ER
BIICAT 9 72812 ArrayScan (V—EH A4 > T4 74
7) HoaE et v BT 5 2 & BT L
T3,

bt X33 ZAOHEEAHLICOWT, 13ITHED
FELLCav 28> FicHER/RLZELTEL L) I
Tolz, GRS GFP RN F—% < b b X3
TZDOINTEAL, FEL CEESY, ESRICRIEL
THD T AV 2= 732 ZOBREAT) 720
Ao Es b ETh 5,

B

ARFTRIE, VK 22-24 SRPEAERETSAEE [ RMIFE 250
X 2R ] O R CERENE L, 22
CER CREEL £

ARHFFEIE B AR Tl 2 KRB 2 THF A,
IR % 2T 72 7KE8F5 2008 A2k 2 - 3 KBt 5k
DTWTUTWE L7,
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