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Report on the Situation of Compulsory English Courses under the Quarter System
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In this paper, we report on how the compulsory English foundation courses are implemented under the quarter system
in the College of Industrial Technology, Nihon University. Specifically, we describe the status of the courses up to 2016
under the semester system, and the changes that have occurred since the commencement of the quarter system.
Furthermore, using Regression-discontinuity analysis, we compare the students’ satisfaction with English classes under
the semester system to their satisfaction under the quarter system in an effort to examine the influence of the quarter
system on the English courses. The most significant changes in the compulsory English foundation courses are the
introduction of common textbooks based on common syllabi and the new evaluation system in which several teachers
evaluate each student from different viewpoints. Although the students’ satisfaction in this first year of the all-campus
quarter system was slightly lower than that under the previous semester system (M, = —0.00), the effect size was quite
small (d = —0.24). Finally, we propose a policy of class management that will contribute to the improvement of

students’ English language skills by examining pros and cons of the quarter system.
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