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The Destination of National Identity in the World :
From the Perspective of Race, Culture, Ethnicity, History, and Politics

Toru KIUCHI*, Shingo MIWA*, Atsushi YAMAUCHI**, Toshiaki NAKAZATO***,
Noboru FUKUSHIMA*, Kunishige HORI**, Julian MANNING****,
Masami TATENO***** and Shigetoshi KUSUYA******

Our research on national identity in the world is a brief, critical look at the current situation of the
destiny of national identity in the United States, Germany, France, England, Ireland, Taiwan, and South
Korea from the perspective of race, culture, ethnicity, history, and politics.

One of the most instrumental doctrines in history is that all humans are divided into a variety of
nations. This is a starting point for the ideology of nationalism. A nation is a group of human beings
who share a common racial, ethnic, sociological, cultural, historical, and political identity, and also share
a common language, religion, culture, and history. In addition, they all have a common origin, ancestry,
and descent.

National identity is relevant to the features of the ethnic group, as well as to the individual’s sense
of belonging to it. Members of a nation are assumed to share certain traits, values, and standards of
behavior. Our research on national identity in the United States, Germany, France, England, Ireland,
Taiwan, and South Korea is a discrete study directed toward the actions of the members of a single
nation—one which is a historically comprised, established community of people built up on the basis of

a common language, territory, economic life, and psychological disposition shared by a common culture.
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5. The Case of Northern Ireland

Noboru Fukushima
We are fated to live in the global age of the 21st
century, but National Identity is still the mainstay of
national order in the world. However, racism and
prejudice against religion and different cultures are
reigniting nationalism. Deconstruction of National
Identity must face such severe problems worldwide.
As seen in the European Union, the discussion about
National Identity in the global age strongly depends
on what standpoint people take. There are also some
people who consider this strange phenomenon to be
trifling. The reason they think that the issue of
National Identity is peripheral is that National Iden-
tity is represented in the national anthem, national
flag, parades, coins, folk costumes, and so on.
National Identity is not a major issue in most
countries; however, extreme tension often arises in
countries where National Identity is stifled. What
does National Identity mean to us? To think about
this question is essential to be able to critically discuss
the relationship between a nation and a society, and
the relationship between a nation and an individual.

Problems about National Identity may be discussed



from historical, political or philosophical perspectives.
However, to analyse National Identity from the per-
spective of literature, this paper focuses on Joan
Lingard’s (1932-) pentaptych (Twelfth Day of July,
1970, Across the Barricades, 1972, Into Exile, 1973, A
Proper Place, 1974, and Hostages to Fortune, 1976).
Lingard lived in Belfast, Northern Ireland from the
age of 2 to 18, where ethnic and religious conflicts
have long been a feature of life until recently. Present-
ly, Lingard lives in Edinburgh, Scotland. National
Identity in Belfast is not as evident as one would
expect because two sides — Catholics and Protestants
— are struggling for recognition. On the fringes of the
United Kingdom and the Irish Republic, the problem
of National Identity remains a point of contention.

Twelfth Day of July: Lingard, the Irish author, gives
a description of the situations of two young teenagers
in Belfast, living in nearly adjacent neighbourhoods,
who couldn’t live further apart as for National Iden-
tity. Heroin, Sadie Jackson, and her brother Tommy
are destined to live in the Protestant area of town,
while hero, Kevin McCoy, and his younger sister
Brede are fated to live just a few blocks away in the
Catholic neighbourhood. See Figs.1 and 2. Shortly
before 12 July, a very significant day for the Protes-
tants since William of Orange had defeated the Catho-
lic army on this day in 1690, Kevin and his friend
Brian scheme to obliterate the picture of William on
a Protestant mural.

Sadie and her friends are very angry and seek
vengeance by substituting the Republican inscription
“GOD BLESS THE POPE” (Joan Lingard, Twelfth
Day of July (London: (Puffin, 1970), p. 47) for “GOD
BLESS KING BILLY”, which the Catholics hate
most. Sadie is abducted by Kevin who takes her home
to terrify her. Then tribulation breaks out. But the
struggles between the two groups end suddenly when
Brede suffers a serious head injury. Tommy, Sadie
and Kevin accompany her to the hospital and spend
the next day at the sea. The first book ends with the
start of an unusual friendship.

Across the Barricades: Three years have gone by
during which Sadie and Kevin didn’t see each other.
One day, they fortuitously bump into each other again
and quickly become friends. They fall in love with
each other, similar to Romeo and Juliet, and because
of their backgrounds run into a lot of trouble with

their families and friends. One evening, Kevin was

walking by a scrapyard alone, and was attacked by
three Catholic boys. One of them was his intimate
friend Brian. Kevin is knocked flat to the ground,
hearing them calling him ‘Traitor’ (Joan Lingard,
Across the Barricades (London: (Puffin, 1972), p. 78).
Kevin resolves to go to England with a gut-wrenching
mind because he can’t put up with the everyday con-
flicts in Belfast anymore. Against all the values Sadie
was raised on, she also decides to go with Kevin with
the purpose to live a peaceful life.

Into Exile: Sadie and Kevin flee into exile, get
married but live in poverty in London. Their problems
catch up with them and a great many little arguments
make their life depressed. When Kevin’s father dies,
he has to go back to Belfast to look after his sick
mother. Sadie remains in London alone and in the
surroundings, unable to talk things out with Kevin,
loses her sensibility to cope. When Kevin writes to her
that he wants her to live with him, Brede and their
mother in the house of Brede’s fiancé in the Irish rural
area so that he can attend to the old woman, she loses
faith in Kevin. Kevin grasps that Sadie can’t live with
a woman that sees a bloody Prod when she looks at
her daughter-in-law and they leave again looking for
an untroubled place in Britain. Kevin says to Sadie,
‘We could never live here, love. We’'d have no chance
at all’ (Joan Lingard, Into Exile (London: (Puffin,
1973), p. 173).

A Proper Place: To seek a proper place, Kevin and
Sadie move to Liverpool from London still sharing
their unpardonable love. Next, they move from the
Liverpool slums to a Cheshire farm. They have no
regular work, so they are needy and very poor. But
they have the love of their baby Brendan. One day
Gerald, Kevin’s brother, comes to stay with them due
to prominent problems in Northern Ireland. Sadie is
worried about Gerald because ‘A wild wayward boy,
he had been in trouble ever since the current unrest
had started in Ireland’ (Joan Lingard, Kevin and
Sadie: The Story Continues (London: (Puffin, 2006), p.
222). Kevin must look after Gerald as his brother.

Hostages to Fortune: Four years have already elapsed
since Kevin and Sadie escaped from Belfast. When the
death of Kevin’s employer confronts him and his wife
Sadie with the sudden loss of both job and home, an
unpredictable future emerges before them. Though
they have brevity and vitality, they have no money, no

house and no job. They want to get over the religious



confrontation which the older generations cannot. At
the end of the story, they are ready to move into an
old house. However, smiling, Sadie says to Kevin: ‘It
could be a real gas building our own house’ (Joan
Lingard, Hostages to Fortune (London: (Puffin, 1976),
p. 170).

These days, we are witnessing a global immigra-
tion, which makes the notion of National Identity
more and more complex. We are often told that
globalism reallocates National Identity giving us a
cultural standard. A lot of people hope that globalism
will rebuild National Identity accepting the demands
of our age. On the other hand, there are people think-
ing that National Identity has been further spurred by
globalism because they believe globalism cannot clear
the boundary of language, culture, race, religion and
SO on.

As we have seen in Lingard’s pentaptych, it is true
that the deconstruction of National Identity is a very
difficult issue. Historically speaking, the EU, which
the UK and Ireland take part in, will bring about
peace for the Protestants and the Catholics, giving the
two denominations a chance to coexist in spite of their
religion. We hope the EU’s political projects for the
two religious factions will help to foster a greater

friendship between them.

Fig.1 UVF Mural

Other loyalist murals in the 1980s and 1990s were

more threatening. For example, in Mersey Street,

East Belfast, a mural painted in July 1996 shows the
silhouettes of three UVF members ready for action.
The accompanying slogan reads: ‘We are pilgrims,
Master; we shall go always a little further’.

Location and Date: Mersey Street, Belfast, 1996
(Contemporary Murals in Northern Ireland-Compiled
by Bill Rolston (1998), http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/bibdbs/
murals/slide3.htm # 3).

AGREEMENT
Feee Feom Sw:arwg.

Fig.2 Pro-Agreement Mural

The Good Friday Agreement of 1998 has begun to
figure in murals, with demands that the promises of
that Agreement for the nationalist population be
delivered. For example, a mural painted on Garvaghy
Road, Portadown in July 1998 quotes one such promise
—‘freedom from sectarian harassment’— and juxta-
poses this with the threat of unwanted Orange Order
marches in the area. Three dancers, signifying Irish
culture, are dwarfed by a looming Orange Order
member who holds a petrol bomb; the flames from
the bottle are red, white and blue, the British colours.
Prophetically, this mural was completed two days
before three young nationalist children were burnt to
death in Ballymoney, County Antrim, by loyalists
protesting at the failure of Orange Order marchers to
proceed along the Garvaghy Road.

Location and Date: Garvaghy Road, Portadown,
July 1998 (See the above web address).

* This paper is partly based on an article by Noboru



Fukushima, “Joan Lingard and National Identity”,
International Cultural Expression Studies: Expressions
3, (Mishima: The International Society for Cultural

Expression, 2007).

6 . National Identity in England

Kunishige Hori and Julian Manning

Our research on national identity in England, and by
way of comparison, a brief look at the current situa-
tion in France, has identified two interrelated areas of
interest that frame the current debate in the UK. The
first area of interest is the effects on national iden-
tities of the European Union (E.U.) and the second is
the concept of multiculturalism and its ramifications
for national identities.

The first area is the continuing effects of the UK’s
membership in the E.U. The effort to prod and pull
member states into “ever closer union” on the part of
pro-European governments, politicians and commen-
tators both within and without the UK itself has had
two seemingly contradictory effects.

The first is to encourage citizens of the EU to shift
their primary allegiance from the symbols of national
identity to new, pan-European symbols of meta
-nationalism. Some attempts have met with a degree
of success, for example the European Convention on
Human Rights is seen by many to define a uniquely
European legal framework underpinning a common
European civilization that has evolved over centuries
and of which the E.U. is a legitimate expression. In
legal terms, the UK’s identity is increasingly defined
in terms of Europe as a whole rather than any unique-
ly British tradition, and this is not generally consid-
ered to be ‘a bad thing’ by British people.

However, it must also be noted that the E.U. project
has often been viewed in the UK as essentially Franco
-German inspired, and treated as an attempt by those
central powers to assert hegemony over their erst-
while rivals in the name of pan-Europeanism. The
development of the EU has, in this regard, acted to
reinforce the parochial prejudices of national identifi-
cation in the UK. Whether one wishes to see the UK’
s refusal to join the Eurozone or the Schengen area,
which shares responsibility for external borders
among member states, in this light, or rather, as
stated by the UK government, as rational responses to

actual conditions, the UK’s symbolic resistance to the

non-British standardizing influences of the EU can be
seen in the stubborn adherence to imperial standards
of measurement, especially miles instead of kilom-
eters, and pints instead of litres. It may justly be
concluded therefore that the development of the E.U.
has both weakened the nation-states’ claims on their
citizens’ primary identities in some respects, but has
reinforced it in others.

The second effect of the development of the E.U.
and its acceptance by the majority of the citizens of
its member states as a permanent political, economic
and cultural fixture of European life has been to make
so-called petty-nationalisms more viable than they
were in a world of individual nation states.

It can be no coincidence that Scottish, Welsh,
Catalonian and Basque nationalism, to name but four,
have been resurgent in Europe. The popular appeal of
these nationalisms has become more widespread as
the economic and political costs of asserting them has
fallen, given that all of these nationalists view their
proto—nation-states as members of the E.U. and there-
fore subject to all of the legal, political and economic
protections that it offers. The result in the UK has
been a (perhaps interim) political settlement called
‘devolution’” with the setting up of national parlia-
ments in both Scotland and Wales, and a serious multi
-national effort to bring devolved government to
Northern Ireland.

Another result has been the deconstruction of a pan
UK ‘British’ identity. Increasingly, the symbols of
‘British’ identity are being questioned. Too often, it is
argued, ‘British’ has meant ‘English’ in effect, and the
sensibilities and cultural differences of the ‘Celtic
fringe’ have been denied and/or ignored. There has
been a resurgence of ‘Celtic Pride’ which has included
Scotland, with its well-developed tradition of national
Wales,

Ireland, Cornwall and even Brittany in France. This

myth-making (cf Hugh Trevor-Roper),
has forced a rethinking of what English identity might
mean, separate from British. Several books on ‘Englis-
hness’ have been published in the past few years
expressing this concern (Paul Johnson, Jeremy Pax-
man).

The symbols of England, as distinct from Britain,
are far more visible today than they have ever been in
my memory. However, it is not at all clear that a
unified sense of English identity can be agreed upon.

This became apparent when a British government



spokesman (Jack Straw as Home Secretary) suggest-
ed that immigrants seeking British citizenship should
be required to take a test of ‘Britishness’. While his
suggestion received widespread support in principle,
nobody could agree on what questions such a test
would ask in order for immigrants to prove that they
understood Britain to the extent that they deserved
the accolade, ‘British citizen’. If British people cannot
agree on what it means to be British any longer (if
they ever did), then neither can the English. In trying
in 1992 to appeal to what is known as ‘middle-Eng-
land’, the supposedly solidly conservative core of
English voters, then Prime Minister John Major could
only resort to stereotypes of warm beer, country
churches and village cricket —images that rather than
stirring nationalist nostalgia were actually roundly
derided by the English themselves.

The second theme, multiculturalism, is the result of
past Imperial policy. In the words of an Indian writer,
‘the [British] Empire has come home.” Recent events
have put the concept of multiculturalism in front and
center of the British/English debate on national iden-
tity. The suicide bombers who attacked the public
transport networks of London on July 7 2005 (about
1 week before my stay at the Tavistock Hotel, in
front of the site of the bus bombing) were British
citizens of Pakistani descent. Repeatedly the mass
media asked how these people could murder their
fellow Britons. The concept of multiculturalism has
since been under attack in the UK as having failed,
and it is argued that some kind of unified national
culture needs to be taught to all citizens. This can be
seen as something similar to what happened in France
the previous year following the series of riots in the
suburbs of Paris by ‘unassimilated’ immigrants, and
indeed was taken by many to confirm the thesis that
the whole multicultural experiment in Europe was
doomed to fail.

Our research indicates, however, that at least two
versions of multiculturalism coexist in the UK. The
first might be termed the official version, which might
be summed up in the phrase ‘separate but equal’. This
is the idea that each culture is a reified and bounded
object consisting of identifiable practices and prod-
ucts. As such, each of these ‘objects’ is equally worthy
of legal protection and equal respect. In representing
these cultures in private or public it is assumed that

the prescribed forms of practice and production that

are taken to define the specific culture are adhered to.
Enjoying the benefits of cultural diversity is taken to
mean enjoying the right to act in specifically cultur-
ally defined manners. For example, a celebration a
Carribean culture under this definition of multicultur-
alism, expect to (re)produce any number of practices
and products from a defined canon, such as steel
-drum bands, soca music and rice ‘n’ peas.

A celebration of the Indian festival of light (Diwahli)
in the UK would be expecte to mimic the rituals of the
homeland, India, regardless of the place of birth of the
participants performing the festival.

The second form of multiculturalism exposes the
first as being prescriptive and didactic. The second
(and I might say, true) form of multiculturalism that is
so obvious on the streets of a city like London, is the
result of spontaneous interaction of those from vari-
ous backgrounds who nevertheless share a common
place and time. It is not planned, it is not taught, it is
not teleological. It is the culmination of accumulated
experience, some shared, some diverse, to produce
cultural practices and products that are often entirely
without direct precedence. We might term this as
being atavistic cultural production, harking back to a
time before cultural boundaries and ethnic boundaries
became fixed under ideologies of nationalism and
imperialism.

Our research focused on Europe’s largest street
carnival, the Notting Hill Carnival in London. I would
site the current carnival as a prime example of the
second type of multiculturalism mentioned above,
despite pressure from local government authorities
and pedagogues who would seek to impose their own
vision of the first kind of multiculturalism. Our inter-
view with the London Authority’s Head of Equalities
and Policing, Rosemary Emodi, herself a London born
and raised woman of Nigerian immigrant parents,
showed clearly how the London government author-
ities viewed the Notting Hill Carnival with disdain as
a cultural exhibition (although they desperately de-
sired to tap into the carnival’s economic power) and
exposed their didactic view of multiculturalism.

The carvnival was started in the late 1950s by
recent immigrants from Trinidad & Tobago living in
the then impoverished region of north-west London,
Notting Hill in response to race-riots that had erupted
in London in 1958. The original plan was many-fold.

The carnival would both promote and protect the



culture of the Carribeans in the face of pressure to
assimilate ; it would provide a community focus
(around the Mangrove Community Centre which organ-
ized the festival) for recent immigrants; it would
provide a sense of ethnic solidarity ; it would provide
an organized forum through which the authorities
could be addressed. It was designed to focus on the
positive aspects of carnival, colorful costumes, Car-
ibean musical performance and dance and Carribean
style foods. From very small beginnings, the carnival
has grown into a massive 3-day event, the biggest
street festival in Europe, and perhaps only smaller to
the original carnivals in Trinidad itself and in Rio de
Janeiro. However, as it has grown, and as the needs of
immigrants have changed and memories of the home
countries dissipated as more-and-more generations
are born and raised in the UK, the festival has chan-
ged in nature.

Although the costumed parade still exists, it is no
longer the main focus of the carnival. Neither is live
musical performance. Today the focus of the carnival
is the so-called sound systems. DJs playing recorded
music influenced by the club scenes of Jamaica and, of
course, London itself. In other words, the festival has
developed into a uniquely London event. The only
culture on display is truly hybrid, it is the defining
culture of what it means to be a citizen of a
multicultural city such as London. I believe it would
be difficult to site a better example of the second type
of multiculturalism above. It is also, in contrast to
recent criticism of the first type of multiculturalism,
an undoubted success in political, economic and cul-
tural terms. This, to many Londoners, is the type of
event that defines what it means to be a Lononder
today. London is a large enough city to generate
culture and identity quite independently of the nation
(England or the UK).

Given the first theme of the fracturing of national
identity in the UK and the alleged failure to find
mutually acceptable alternatives, it could well be that
identities will be worked out on the streets, often in
the face of prescriptive norms handed down from
above. Multiculturalism in Europe may be a failed
experiment by the standards of official Europe—in the
case of the UK it seems pointless to argue that immi-
grants should assimilate when nobody agrees as to
what exactly they should assimilate to—but

multiculturalism is not ‘separate-but-equal’, it is the

living, breathing creation of new cultures, new iden-
tities through the ongoing processes of social produc-
tion and reproduction. The Notting Hill Carnival is an
empirically verifiable example of multiculturalism at

work today in London.
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