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On Richard Wright’s The Outsider

Toru KIUCHI*

Richard Wright’ The Outsider is a result of his critical comparison between the United States and

France, that is, a critical analysis of the difference between what happened to Wright’s life in both

countries: racism in the American South, the rift with the Communist Party in Chicago, and the

popularity as a bestseller writer in New York, and the cordial invitation by the French government, the

nihilistic atmosphere after World War II, and the influence by the works of Kierkegaard and French

existentialist writers such as Sartre, Beauvoir, and Camus. The aim of this essay is to clarify how 7he

Outsider is born out of the author’s comparison between his experiences in France and the United States.
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