WE — b F A2 0 T SRR

Yo )] i g

Consideration of Gongs Carved in Reliefs of Ancient Angkor Remains

Hiroyoshi SHIOKAWA™

Bronze percussion instruments are widely distributed in Southeast Asia. Especially in Java and Bali, Indonesia,
bronze gongs are used for Gamelan music as important musical instruments. Bronze drums made before A. D. were
discovered in China and Vietnam; therefore it is easy to assume that bronze percussion instruments were introduced to
Indonesia from Indochina over a long period of time. However, it is not clearly known what was introduced and when
and how it was introduced. Furthermore, the origin of bossed gongs currently used for Gamelan in Indonesia as
important musical instruments as well as when they were made is not clearly known.

The author is currently working on a study with a theme of “Changes of Balinese Gamelan in Indonesia by acoustical
analysis.” Examining the origin and changes of bronze percussion instruments in Southeast Asia is important when
discussing on the change of Gamelan.

In this study, gongs carved in reliefs of Baphuon, Angkor Wat, and Bayon as ancient Angkor remains in Cambodia
were investigated and changes of gongs from the 11th Century to 16th Century were examined, resulting in the
following two findings.

1. Flat gongs already existed in the mid 11th Century, and were almost all described as a single unit as musical
instruments banged to raise morale along with the army’s march until the early 13th Century.
2. Reliefs of bossed gongs did not appear until the early 13th Century, while they appear with musical instruments that

play other melodies in reliefs on the east side of the north walls on the 1st level of Angkor Wat created in the mid

16th Century. Therefore, it is considered that bossed gongs began to be played along with development of music with

melody in Cambodia for approximately 300 years from the mid 13th Century to the mid 16th Century.
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Fig.1 Balinese Gong

Fig.2 Flat Gong and Bossed Gong

Fig.4 Bronze Drum (Phnom Pen Museum: B. C.2
~3)
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Fig.5 Kong Vong
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Fig.6 Relief in Baphuon (Flat Gong)
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Fig.7 Flat Gong 1 on south side of west wall

Fig.8 Flat Gong 2 on south side of west wall

Fig.9 Flat Gong 3 on south side of west wall

Fig.10 Flat Gong 4 on south side of west wall
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Fig.11 Flat Gong on north side of west wall
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Fig.12

Flat Gong on west side of south wall
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Fig.13 Flat Gongs on west side of north wall

Fig.14 Flat Gong and Drums on west side of north
wall

Fig.15 Flat Gong, Aerophone and Bell on west side

of north wall
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Fig.16 Flat Gong, Aerophone and Drum on east
side of north wall
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Fig.17 Gong and Horn on east side of north wall
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Fig.18 Bossed Gong and Drum on east side of
north wall

Fig.19 Bronze Drum and Horn on east side of
north wall
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Fig.20 Kong Vong on east side of north wall

Fig.21 Flat Gong on east side of north wall
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Fig.22 Bossed Gongs on east side of north wall

Fig.23 Bossed Gong, Bronze Drum, Drums, Aerophone and Kong Vong on east side of north wall




Fig.24 String Instrument, Cymbal, Bronze Drum, Flat Gongs, Aerophones and Kong Vong on east side of

north wall

Fig.25 Aerophone, Bossed Gong, Drum, Horn and Kong Vong on east side of north wall
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Fig.26 Flat Gong 1 on east side of south wall
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Fig.31 Flat Gong 6 on south side of east wall

Fig.32 Flat Gong 7 on south side of east wall
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Fig.36 Flat Gong 11 on south side of east wall
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util.side of east wall Fig. 37 Flat Gong 12 on south side of east wall

Fig.35 Flat Gong 10 on south side of east wall Fig. 38 Flat Gong 13 on south side of east wall




Fig.39 Flat Gong 14 on south side of east wall
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Fig.40 Flat Gong 15 on east side of north wall
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Fig.44 Flat Gong 19 on north side of west wall
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